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A Day With Homeless Children. 


The following is from the Sunday Call, November 18, 1900. The general 


facts aS presented ure as correct to-day as they were a year ago, although 
the number of inmates of the ‘‘Home”’ has increased and the sphere of 
action of the Society has been enlarged. 


KVENTY and five babies under one root. 

Think of it for a minute. Doesn’t it almost 
give you neryvcus prostration ? 

seventy-five hungry mouths to teed and seven- 
ty-five tiny bodies to clothe and keep warm. 

Very likely you have one, or possibly two, and you go 
clucking about like the proverbial hen, and drive yourself dis- 
tracted during the night and your friends during the day. Did 
you know that the managers of the San Francisco Nursery for 
Homeless Children are confronted by the demands of seventy- 
five, and ten to one they are doing it with less cluckine than 
most cf the mothers in town? 

Have you ever been out there, or have you visited any 
other similar institution? If you haven’, you cannot imagine 
the responsibility; cannot conceive of the thousand and one 
calls that are made upon the matron: cannot realize what it 
means to be the head and front of such a home. 

The home is run like a machine from front door to back, 
and there are many rules. The forms of discipline would do 
creait to West Point, but there is a Spirit of good temper in- 
fused into them. 

The rooms are large, airy and sunny. The kitchen is the 


most attractive room in the entire house. A great stove is 


there, and immense pots and kettles all trying to see which can 
outshine the others, and enough provisions to feed a regiment. 


Oif the kitchen is a smell room fitted up with a sink and 
bath. Here the oldest girls wash and wipe the dishes—egranite 
ones, by the way. They set the table, too. These girls, al- 
though the biggest of the lot are so small that they have to 
Stand on a box in order to reach the dishpan, and even then 
their little rubber aprons are liberally bespattered in their 
efiort to stretch. But, be it said to their credit, the floor is 


absolutely dry. 


“Want to come and see me set the table?” asked a small 
maid, as she took all the dishes she could carry and started for 
the dining-room. She tottered under them, and .a_ visitor 
jumped to check what she thought was to be an avalanche of 
saucers, but with a dextrous lift of her apron she caught them 


and gave the visitor a scornful glance. 

“Want to come?” she repeated. 

Of course, everybody did. 

“You see, there are about seventy down here, and so it 
takes a long,. long time to set all the tables,” she explained. 


£ 


In the dining-room were five long tables covered with 
White oileloth. 

It didn’t take so long a time as she had warned, for she 
put only a plate, eup, knife, fork. and spoon at each place 
Babies don’t care for bread and butter plates, three sets of 
Knives and forks, and half a dozen glasses. They can be inst 
as happy, for that matter. if they don’t have any at all 

“Help me pull this bench up, please?’ my little friend 
said, briskly. 

Benches are better, you see. than chairs, as thev don’ 
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take up nearly so much room, and with a nurse at each end to 





keep the row from faJlinge down like s0 many nine-pins, they 


answer the purpose beautifully. 

Upstairs, the iirst room entered is the sick ward. It has 
four beds and anv number of playthings, but nary a chick nor 
child. That is why Dr. Manning puffs out his chest when you 
look in upon his domain. He is proud to bursting over its 
emptiness. ‘“‘We don’t give them any excuse for staying in 
this room.”’ he boasts. One reason for this, he will tell you, is 
the strict enforcement of the rule: 

‘All eatables must first pass through the hands of the 
matron.’ Stale candy and old fruit are an enemy, and the ser- 
vices of the doctor are often required after them. 

All the girls over four sleep in one large room. Here 
stand row atter row of little white-enameled peds, with tiny 
counter-panes and pillow-slips, ali immaculately clean. At 
either end of the room sleeps a nurse, and if anvthing unusual 
happens, such as a youngster’s falling out of bed or the appear- 
ance of a bogie man, these nurses are always near at hand. 

The tinv babies’ room comes next. It looks for all the 
world like a doll heuse. Its chairs and benches are only six 
inches high; its cribs are lilliputian. Each window has a wire 
screen firmly fastened in, for no matter hew small a youngster 
may be the spirit of investigation and mischief is alwavs sure 
to be present in his mind when nobody is watching. 

The rellicking boys have a house all to themselves. It 
was originally used as a gymnasium. It is finished in hard- 
wood. Here the boys can have mosi glorious pillow-fights, and 
see who can shoot beans the longest distance, and shinny up 
and down the smooth bracings; that is, if they don’t get caught. 
Woe unto the fellow who fails to be peacefully snoring when 
the nurse makes her appearance! 

At one end of tae room is a platform, and there he must 
stand, thinking of his misdeed until he is duly penitent—or. at 


least, ready to sav so on account cf the cold. 





There is but cone noticeable difference in the girls’ and 


boys’ apartments. The iron beds are the same, the curtains 
ale the same, and even the clothes-racks; but the boys’ counter- 
nanes are green instead of ‘white. 

The most pepular place is the play yard. It is consider- 
ably over 9, half-hlock long, and its furnishings are trees and 4 
big sand pile in the middle. Dress children in overalls and 
give them a sandpile to slide down, a few trees to climb, and 
they are healthy. At least these children are, and there are 
so mary of them that one ought to be able to make a pretty fair 
study of childhood right within the fences of the home. 

The children who are old enough go to the public school, 
and after school they have a good play, followed by househcld 
lessons. These are not whom the iiursery is meant for. Little 
children—as the word nursery implies—are sheltered. Babies 
erow, however, and they may stay there until a good home is 
provided for them. To have children adopted and given good 
homes is the reward that pleases the matren most. 

sunday is the youngsters’ best day in the week. They 
congregate in the sitling-room and hear stories trom the Bible, 
and then they all sing at the tops of their little voices. Some 
are in tune and some are out; but nobody cares. If they get 
more pleasure than vou who listen, it is because you are more 
fastidious than warm-hearted, und vou may go back to vour old 
Wagner, where vou belong. 

If the Sunday is pleasant, the children take a walk. Al] 
through the week they leok forward to the songs and the walk 
of Sunday, and when Menday morning comes again they begin 
to look forward to the next one. 

Many of these little people are far happier than they 
would be in their nwn homes. Some of them have mothers who 


work and cannot keep them at home, and so pay $5 a month 
for a home, clothes and training. Some of them are left on the 
front steps. 
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Children Sleep. 





At Work. 





Sad little stories are always coming up. Last week a girl 
went out to the home to place her baby there. She had been 
married in secret, lived at home, and Kept on working in a box 
factory. Her family noticed that she was not as cheerful as 
was her wont: and after some persuasion she confided in her 
mother. 


Then her mother went to the man and asked why he 
didn’t provide for his wife. He told her that he could do 
nothing at all: that he was married, had expected a divoree, buat 
had failed to get it. When a policeman went to arrest him he 
had disappeared and had taken another woman with him. 

This is only one little story. There are many, many 
more, and they are all sadly alike. It is to rewrite these little 
stories that the home exists. 


It takes money and a quantity of it to keep such an 


JUST WHAT YOU WANT 





The State gives to it 


establishment in smooth running order. 
so much a month, the members of the Board pay so much a 
vear, and charitable persons send clothes and provisions. The 
Wells-Fargo Express Company will deliver free any parcel 
weighing not over fifty pounds. Clothing that has been out- 
erown by your own little folks wil} fit somebody in the home. 
Trousers that vour Johnnie has worn through, ,owns that your 
Susie has tern, can be made use of. The matron of the home 
ean turn to account anything in the way of clothing. Try her 
and see, 


On the afternoon of November 24 the ladies interested in 
the home are to give a kettledrum in the Maple Room of the 
Palace Hotel. Then there will be a chance for everybody to 
lend a helping hand to the youngsters who came so near being 
left out in this world’s scramble for places. 


In your Office, Dining Room, Library, Bed Room, Smoking Room or Conservatory 


BLUE FLAME OJ]. HEATER 14417 Heats 


either with or without wick 


NO SMOKE 


NO ODOR 


NO ASHES 
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HEADQUARTERS FOR ALL KINDS OF 
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GAS Oe 


COAL OR WOOD 


309° TO2 317 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 








FRANCES 


MAKER OF [ADIES’ GARMENTS 
796 SUTTER STREET 


Sweeping reductions in prices for 30 days only. Tailor Costumes 
made to your order at from $15.00 to $20.00 reductions on former 
prices. 


NEUSTADTER BROS. 


Manufacturers and Importers of 


Men’s Furnishing Goods 
se 


S. W. Cor. Sansome & Pine Sts. 


SAN FRANCISCO, 


YOU CAN GET 
a Messenger Boy fron the American District Telegraph Co., 
by calling up any of our offices, without paying for the 
Telephone Switch. 

MAIN 204, 607 Market St., Under Grand Hotel; EAST 305, 839 Sutter St., 


corner Leave. worth; SOUTH 5, 13 Mason St., near Market, and 912 Market 
St., near Stockton. 


CALIFORNIA 





RATES: 30 Cents per Hour, 15 Cents per Half-hour. 5 Cents each ad- 
ditional 10 Minutes, 








Program of Music 


iy 


“Che Fubrer Orchestra ’’ 


Afternoon, 3 to 5 P. M. 


March, “Hail to the Spirit of Liberty” 


Te Welcd pee ED eS ANCAT bh oC RRM Ns tae oe ase a ena e Sousa 
Selection, ““The Wizard of the Nile” 

Sav Fat ha sae alae ie Hila eee udhes bode ¢ wee ae ea Herbert 
Sone. “Happy? Days. skeins dee eet Strelezki 
INtErPIN6ZZO.* SB LOMIC SS scenes Loraine 


Ragtime, “Coon! Coon! Coon!’’..Jefferson 


Selection of Popular Airs..........Mackie 
Song, “Honeysuckle and the Bee’’....Penn 
Waltz VOLCRRANGLOL 2. sn-ra-aet + ee aes Zeller 
March, “The Runaway Girl’....Monckton 


Ragtime, Selected. 








RAGLANS 


Rain and Storm Coats 


WOMEN'S AUTOMOBILES 
MACKINTOSHES 


For Men 
Women and 
Children 


American Steel and Wire Company 


AND 


WASHBURN & MOEN DEP’T 


and COPPER WIRE 


Aa eV ees! VAIN D: WIRE: PRODUCTS 





GEO. H. ISMON 


Pacific Coast Sales Agent , 4 Any Size 


Any Quantity 


RUBBER AND OLL GLUTRING 


Rubber Boots & Shoes 
Hot Water Bottles, etc. 


8S &@ 10 PINE STREET SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, 


DO YOU KNOW 


How to embroider with the 





Carlson, Currier Co’s 


We are Headquarters for 





PERFECTION FIL EMBROIDERY SILK ? everything made of 
WE WILL FURNISH LESSONS EREE for Six Weeks ; Eee 
Write to us and learn our plan GOODYEAR RUBBER COMPAN Y 
ADDRESS: R. H. PEASE, President 
Free Lesson Dept., Carlson, Currier Go. eee tera eur ee Suet co aeemee 
| 73-75 FIRST ST., 573-575-577-5b19 MARKET ST. 


6 and s Sutter St., San Francisco | PORTLAND, ORE. SAN FRANCISCO 








WM.SCHROEDER. 
“PRESLOENT,: 
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- Embossing, ia él. 


Office 120 ‘Second St. 
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— Gold Medal California Midwinter intermational 
ee ; Exposition 1894. Highest Awards 
C TR eg Wherever Exhibited. 
MPL iG rt TELEPHONE MAIN 5544 
PROPRIETOR 
TOMALES MADE SPECIALLY 
TO"ORDER- ONLY 
CHOICE WINES S SE RIN Y Shins GEARY. ST: 


AND LIQUORS SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 








Program of Music 


BY 


“Che Fubrer Orchestra ’’ 


Evening, 8 to JJ P, M. 


1. March, “Man Behind the Gun’’..... Sousa 


2. Overture, “Poet and Peasant’’..Von Suppe 


Be. WOlLS;  AXATRE WOR seers a bho tivh ss ROS big broke Robyn 
1 WWeIEZ, RHO Rao a: Erveri os fees Herbert 
5. Ragtime, “Creole Belles.” 

6: “selection. -““Klerodora’ est. cease. Stuart 
an DORMS: + CRE EPOR CIty se ec eae eon Adams 
ne. Waltz Cideles: Wien: 2 ceeeensces Komzak 
o -AHeCCrImMmeZZ0. CNT eAT es bce en .. Loraine 


10. Selection, “The Fortune Teller’’....Herberi 


i. \Song, “OR, “Promise Niles. +62 2s. De Koven 
bZ..? Waite. “Lv wistusianrine es coe Waldteufel 
13. ‘Caprice, “Coeoanut Dance’’....: 5: Herman 


14. Ragtime, “Go "Way Back and Sit Down.” 
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MANAGERS FIRE-CASUALTY-MARINE 
Standard Marine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


of Liverpool, Eng. 


J.D. Spreckels & Bros. Co. 


General Agents. 


J. B. F. Davis § Son 


INSURANCE BROKERS 


215 Satisome:’ St: 


Telephone Private Exchange 68 San Fran CISCO 





TO VISIT SAN FRANCISCO 


Without seeing the DIAMOND PALACE would be like visiting 
Europe ~vithout seeing Paris. It is a leading fea'ure of San Fran- 
cisco. Itisamarvelof beauty and elegance. Jt is unquestionably 
the most magnificent jewelry emporium in the world—the splendid 
conception of a master mind, a controlling genius. Artistic taste 
and skill chal’enge competition here. To be appreciated it must be 
seen. Every traveler and visitor should go and examine the marvels 
of genius at 

No. 221 MONTGOMERY SYREET 


A. ANDREWS, Proprietor 


PORTLAND CEMENT | 


for Concrete Work and Sidewalks 


“JOSSON ” “ HACCOURT” “FEDER AL” 


Leading Brands 


W. R. GRACE @ CO. 
234 CALIFORNIA STREET SAN FRANCISCO 


WELLINGTON 








COAL 


Best For Family Use 





——- en ene er ae oe 


be pre ae ole) 





Re sere e Tere e ree seee eee ee 


4 





ct | + aad delhe 





wap ee 


The Boys at Play. 
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